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30th Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 5
December 21 / January 3, 2020
Sunday of the Holy Fathers
Sunday before the Nativity of Christ
Virgin-martyr Juliana of Nicomedia, and with her 500 men and
130 women (304); Repose of the Holy Hierarch Peter,
Metropolitan of All Russia (1326); Right-Believing Juliana,
Princess of Vyazma (1406); Blessed Procopius of Vyatka, foolfor-Christ (1677); Holy Hierarch Philaret (Theodosius in
schema), Metropolitan of Kiev (1857); Martyr Theomistocles of
Myra in Lycia (251); Hieromartyr Michael, priest (1918);
Hieromartyr Sergius, deacon (1937); Hieromartyr Nicetas
Bishop of Belevsk (1938); Hieromartyr Leontius deacon (1940).
Today’s Scriptural Readings:
Hebrews 11: 9-10, 17-23, 32-40
Matthew 1: 1-25

This Week’s Liturgical Calendar – All Services in Church
The Nativity Fast (St. Philip’s Fast) continues through January 6

Wednesday, January 6th
Eve of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ

Wednesday, January 6th
Eve of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ

Thursday, January 7th
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ

9:00 AM
6:00 PM
10:00 AM

Saturday, January 9th

6:00 PM

Sunday, January 10th

10:00 AM

Royal Hours/Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Strict Fast Day

Vigil Service
Divine Liturgy
General Confession – 9:30 AM

Vigil Service
Divine Liturgy
General Confession – 9:30 AM

Divine Services at Holy Trinity are live-streamed at
https://www.youtube.com/user/HolyTrinitySermons

Cemetery Committee – Elections – January 3, 2021
On Sunday, January 3rd the Cemetery Committee will hold a very brief meeting in the church hall
after Divine Liturgy to conduct the annual election of officers for calendar year 2021. To receive
the call-in information for the teleconference call Victor Marinich 443-910-3562
Online Christmas Bake Sale – Thank you!
This year we conducted an online Christmas Bake Sale, featuring homemade exquisite cakes,
Russian-themed and Holiday-themed cookies, sweet bread and rye bread, as well as gifts from our
Parish Kiosk. We sincerely thank Natallia Makarava, who coordinated the sale, Tania Masiuk,
who updated our online store and all the Sisterhood members who baked for this sale and who
volunteered at the distribution. And we thank everyone who purchased some baked good for their
families. May God bless and protect all of you! Thank you!
Yolka / Talent Show – Coming Soon!
Our Christmas Yolka is almost here. This event will feature a short presentation of our previous
Yolka shows, a compilation of video-recorded talent show performances from our children and a
special appearance by St. Nicholas. Everything is almost ready for release. Look for more
information in time for the Nativity celebration on January 7.
Book Discussion Continues
We continue to conduct a weekly book discussion via Zoom, discussing the book “The Winter
Pascha” by Fr. Thomas Hopko. It is a book of meditations on preparing for the feast of the Christ’s
Nativity. This book is available at the following bookstores: St. Vladimir Press Bookstore, St.
Tikhon’s Press Bookstore, Ancient Faith Bookstore, and Amazon. If you are interested in
participating, please send Fr. John an email to register.
Christmas Appeal – Bethany Orthodox School for Girls
The Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR) collects donations to help support the
Bethany Orthodox School for Girls in Bethany, Palestine. This woman’s monastery and girls
school depend in large part upon the donations received from pilgrimages to the Holy Land.
Because of COVID there are no pilgrimages. The school needs donations to cover their expenses.
Please consider making a donation. All information is located here:
Installation of Parish Council Officers
Sunday, January
at the end of the Divine Liturgy we will conduct the installation of the
Parish Council Officers for the Year 2021. May God bless their work for our parish.
10th

Cleaning Group – Group #5 / Join a Group – Help your brothers and sisters
Group #5 will clean the week of January 4-9: Anna-Zumrat, Olga Mychko, Margarita
Vinogradova, Larisa Hidar, Tatiana Kalish, Kanatbek-Nikolai Sharsheev, Adele and Drew Pastor.
Please join a group. We always need more members. Thank you!
Vigil Candles: On the Altar and near St. Barbara
January 3-9: Candles offered by Olga Fischeva for the repose of the souls of the servants of God:
+Andrei and +Angelina. A $15 donation will keep all three candles lit for one week. Schedule
your candle offering with Elena Loyko 443-537-8978.

Birthday / Anniversary Celebrations: January 3-9
We offer our best wishes and birthday congratulations to Nikolai Boarman (1/7), and Donald-John
Griffith (1/9); and Angel Day congratulations to Monika-Anastasia Handley, Stacy Blaszak,
Anastasia Volkov, Anastasia & Nastya Bakie (01/04); Arthur-Stephen Lisowsky, and Stephen
Boarman (1/9); and Wedding Anniversary congratulations to Albert & Debbie Blaszak (01/04).
May God bless them with health, prosperity and many years.
Challenge Grant – Matching Donations
The Lisowsky and Mickel families have pledged to match all donations for the new front doors on
a 1:1 ratio. For every dollar you donate, they will match one dollar, up to $10,000 towards the new
front doors. Double the value of your donation: $20 becomes $40, $50 becomes $100, and $100
becomes $200! Donation forms are attached to this email bulletin. Send in your donation today!

NEW ATTENDANCE RESTRICTIONS – 25%
We must limit the total attendance at Divine Services to 46 persons, including clergy, altar servers
and choir in the church and 30 persons in the hall watching Divine Liturgy on the TV, all following
social distancing and wearing masks. This is 25% total capacity, based on updated calculations.
Submit your 2021 Pledge
The mission of our parish is to spread the Word of God, to grow, to expand, to improve and not
just to preserve our traditions. Our parish shouldn’t become stale, but pursue holiness.We strive
to fulfill the mission of our parish, through prayer, work and sacrifice. Prayer – because we are
called to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17); work – because we are taught to increase the
talents given to us (Matt. 25: 14-30); and sacrifice – because "everyone to whom much is given,
from him will much be required" (Luke 12:48). Please be generous as the Lord is generous to you.
When completing your pledge for the new year, please consider raising your level of giving. Our
church cannot operate without your financial contributions. Our parish will grow only through
your prayers, work and generous sacrifice.
When you are generous, you are not bestowing a gift, but repaying a debt. Everything you
possess materially comes from God, who created all things. And every spiritual and moral
virtue you possess is through divine grace. Thus, you owe everything to God. More than that,
God has given you his Son, to show you how to live: how to use your material possessions,
and how to grow in moral and spiritual virtue. St. John Chrysostom
Please Remember in Your Prayers…
Archpriest George Konyev; Deacon Michael Bishop; Mat. Myra Kovalak; Mat. Klavdiya Burbelo;
Kh. Jocelyn Mathewes; Mat. Natalia Kosich; Mat. Catherine Kowalchik; Marie Vass; Charles
Snipes; Arthur-Stephen & Evelyn-Evanthia Lisowsky; Yelena Radchenko; Lydia Zorina;
Katherine Plaskowitz; Philip Plaskowitz; Bernadine Borawick; Julia Aymold; Lilli Ann Hoffman;
Ioann and Galina Zernetkin; Monika-Anastasia & Stephanie Handley; Blanche-Julia Stolkovich;
Ekaterina Koroleva; Nina and Glen-Gregory Lewis; Lyudmila, Anton & Aleksander Karnup;
John Alexander Bylen; Katherine Garrett; Kenneth Pukita; William and Ann Ferkile; Irina
Kononova; Petr and Lyudmila Borodkin; Svetlana & Aleksey; Alla; Anna; Alla; Raisa, Zinaida;

Pavel, Vladimir, Valentina, and Maria; Maria Pappas; Bonnie Duke; Diana Radchenko; Aleksey
& Lidia Potapov; Oleg and Andrei; Vitaliy, Tatiana, Olena & Nicholas Berchuk; Cynthia and Bill
(Basil) Popomaronis; Andrei, Marina, Valentina and Vladimir; Valentina Shultieva; Katherina
Shultieva; Shanna, Stephen, Trent-Michael, Grant-Alexander, Adalynn, Rosalyn Lisowsky; Julie
Smith; Tayisia Solvieva; Leonid and Zoya; Jayne Sudol; Rita and Richard Herber, Mary Orzolek,
George Matassov; Nikolai, Janice & John DesLauriers; Nicholas Rodzianko; Alexandra; Armen
Nostrant; Vasiliy; Elizabeth Wright; Shane-Michael Sierakowski; Samantha-Xenia Tate; Natalia
Gerachenko; George Materewicz; Arezoo-Emilia Pavuk; Joanne Pavuk; Daria Artemova; Natalie
Masiuk-Gardner; Katherine Masiuk; Yelena, Tatiana, infant Maya and Oxana; Cyril Reshetiloff;
Victor, Jill-Christine, Andrew, Alexander and Lara Marinich.

Next Council Meeting: Thursday, January 14 – 7:00 PM in the Church Hall
To receive the call-in information for the teleconference
call Victor Marinich 443-910-3562
Fr. John Vass, Rector 443-527-7067

Fr. Deacon Michael Bishop:

410-563-0472

Victor Marinich, Council President:

443-512-0985

Vadim Radchenko, Vice President:

410-465-6172

Andrei Burbelo, Recording Secretary:

732-598-5187

Albert Blaszak, Treasurer:

410-799-3226

Anna-Zumrat Shkurba, Stewardship Chair:

443-857-8541

Member-At-Large:

Natallia Makarava Sisterhood President:

443-625-8470

Michael Mickel, Cemetery Manager:

Vacant
410-666-2870

Excerpt from the Diary of the
Holy Righteous John of Kronshtadt (+1908)
The goal of our life is union with God: specifically, in this life, union with God is in faith, hope
and love; in the future life it is in all perfect love. Take a look at how the enemy and we ourselves
distort this goal. We unite our hearts with various things as determined by our passionate
attachments. Sometimes – O, how terrible – our love is directed toward money, food, drink,
clothing, home, decorations, in the manner that we should toward people – to the point of forgetting
about God. Sometimes we are prideful, resentful, we hate and lie – and then we directly unite
ourselves with the devil, who is the personification of evil, falsehood, pride, resentment – and in
this is how we offend our Master, Who created us according to His image and likeness, and
subsequently how we distort the God-created image and from God Himself the created likeness.
But we think far too little about this, we are too ignorant about this, about what is the most
existential task for us – union with God.
Sunday Before the Nativity of Christ
"On the Sunday before the Nativity, the Holy Fathers have instituted the Commemoration of the
Genealogy of our Savior Jesus Christ, in which we include not only His ancestors according to
the flesh from Adam to Joseph the Betrothed of the Mother of God, but all the Righteous and the
Prophets, who, by their words or deeds, announced the coming in the flesh of the Son of God."
(Synaxarion) As baptized Christians, we ourselves are by adoption children of the Father and
brethren of Christ, as the Apostle says, and are therefore a continuation of this spiritual lineage.
May we be made worthy! Since the Jews did not trace genealogies in the mother's line, the
Scriptures do not give us the lineage of Christ according to the flesh, which was through his mother
Mary; but instead list the forebears of Joseph the Betrothed, who served according to the Law as

husband of Mary and guardian of Jesus. According to the Fathers, the blessed Virgin was the
daughter of Joachim, son of Bar-Panther, son of Panther, son of Levi, son of Nathan, son of King
David. Thus, as prophesied, the Messiah was of the house and lineage of David.

ON THE SAINTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
St. Gregory Palamas
David indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ has no genealogy with regard to His divinity (Ps. 110:4),
Isaiah says the same (Isa. 53:8), and later so does the apostle (Heb. 7:3). How can the descent be
traced of Him “who is in the beginning, and is with God, and is God, and is the Word and Son of
God” (cf. Jn. 1:1-2, 18)?
He does not have a Father who was before Him, and shares with His Father “a name which is
above every name” and all speech (Phil. 2:9).
For the most part, genealogies are traced back through different surnames; but there is no surname
for God (cf. Gen. 32:29), and whatever may be said of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, they are one
and do not differ in any respect.
Impossible to recount is Christ’s descent according to His divinity, but His ancestry according to
His human nature can be traced, since He who deigned to become Son of Man in order to save
mankind was the offspring of men. And it is this genealogy of His that two of the evangelists,
Matthew and Luke, recorded. But although Matthew, in the passage from his Gospel read today,
begins with those born first, he makes no mention of anyone born before Abraham He traces the
line down from Abraham until he reaches Joseph to whom, by divine dispensation, the Virgin
Mother of God was betrothed (Matt. 1:1-16), being of the same tribe and homeland as him, that
her own stock may be shown from this to be in no way inferior.
Luke, by contrast, begins not with the earliest forebears but the most recent, and working his way
back from Joseph the Betrothed, does not stop at Abraham, nor, having included Abraham’s
predecessors, does he end with Adam, but lists God among Christ’s human forebears (Lk. 3:2338); wishing to show, in my opinion, that from the beginning man was not just a creation of God,
but also a son in the Spirit, which was given to him at the same time as his soul, through God’s
quickening breath (Gen. 2:7). It was granted to him as a pledge that, if, waiting patiently for it, he
kept the commandment, he would be able to share through the same Spirit in a more perfect union
with God, by which he would live forever with Him and obtain immortality.
By heeding the evil counsel of the pernicious angel, man transgressed the divine commandments,
was shown to be unworthy, forfeited the pledge, and interrupted God’s plan. God’s grace, however,
is unalterable and His purpose cannot prove false, so some of man’s offspring were chosen, that,
from among many, a suitable receptacle for this divine adoption and grace might be found, who
would serve God’s will perfectly, and would be revealed as a vessel worthy to unite divine and
human nature in one person, not just exalting our nature, but restoring the human race.

The holy Maid and Virgin Mother of God was this vessel, so she was proclaimed by the Archangel
Gabriel as full of grace (Lk. 1:28), being the chosen one among the chosen, blameless, undefiled
and worthy to contain the person of the God-Man and to collaborate with Him. Therefore, God
pre-ordained her before all ages, chose her from among all that had ever lived, and deemed her
worthy of more grace than anyone else, making her the holiest of saints, even before her mysterious
childbearing. For that reason, He graciously willed that she should make her home in the Holy of
Holies, and accepted her as His companion to share His dwelling from her childhood. He did not
simply choose her from the masses, but from the elect of all time, who were admired and renowned
for their piety and wisdom, and for their character, words and deeds, which pleased God and
brought benefit to all.
Note where this choice began. The excellent Seth was chosen from among Adam’s children,
because by his well-ordered conduct, his control over his senses and his glorious virtues he showed
himself to be a living heaven and so came to be one of the elect, from whom the Virgin would
spring forth, that truly heavenly and divinely appropriate chariot of the supercelestial God, and
through whom He would call men back to eternal sonship. Therefore, all Seth’s stock were called
“sons of God” (Gen 6:2), because it was from the race that the Son of God was to become the Son
of Man. That is why the name Seth can be interpreted to mean “resurrection“, or rather “a raising
up from“, which really refers to the Lord, who promises and gives eternal life to those who believe
in Him.
And how worthy a type of Christ is Seth? “Seth was born to Eve”, as she herself says, “instead of
Abel” (Gen. 4:25), whom Cain envied and murdered, whereas the Virgin’s son, Christ, was born
to the human race instead of Adam, whom the prince and father of evil killed out of envy. Seth,
however, did not raise up Abel, as he was merely a prefiguration of the resurrection, whereas our
Lord Jesus Christ resurrected Adam, for He is the true life and resurrection of mankind (cf. Jn.
11:25), through whom Seth’s descendants were deemed worthy, in hope, of divine adoption, being
called sons of God. That they were referred to as God’s sons on account of this hope, is
demonstrated by the first person to be so called and to inherit God’s election. This was Seth’s son
Enos who, as Moses wrote, “was the first to hope to be called by the Lord’s name” (Gen. 4:26
LXX).
Do you see clearly that it was through hope that he came to be called? If the Seventy [translators
of the Septuagint] say, “He was the first to hope to be called by the Lord’s name”, they are not at
all in disagreement with the others; because Enos lived in a way that pleased God more than anyone
else in his day, and was the first to receive this hope from God. He called upon this hope and was
called after it. Seth was chosen from God from among Adam’s sons, and so Luke, in preparing his
genealogy, traces back to him the whole race from which Christ was born according to the flesh.
Then Enos was chosen in preference to Seth’s other children, as we have said. From his
descendants Enoch was chosen, who proved through what happened to him that virtue does not go
unrewarded, and that this fleeting world is not worthy of those who are well-pleasing to God, for
he was translated because he pleased God (Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5).
Lamech was chosen and preferred to Enoch’s other descendants, and after him his son, Noah,
attained to God’s election and became the only father of everyone in the world after the flood.
Only he and his entire family were found to live chastely at that time when the sons of God took

wives from among the daughters of men, as Moses tells us (Gen. 6:1-2). This means that among
the offspring of Seth, the forefather of the Mother of God, those who were rejected as unworthy
were swept out of the Virgin Mother’s family and completely deprived of the divine Spirit. Later
this Spirit came upon the Virgin, according to the angel’s words to her: “The Holy Spirit shall
come upon you, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow you” (Lk. 1:35).
The Spirit also arranged beforehand for the Virgin to come into being, choosing from the
beginning, and cleansing, the line of her descent, accepting those who were worthy, or were to
become fathers of eminent men, but utterly casting out the unworthy.
This is why the Lord God said on that occasion of those rejected ones, “My Spirit shall not abide
with these men, for they are flesh” (Gen. 6:3 LXX).
Although the Virgin, of whom Christ was born according to the flesh, came from Adam’s flesh
and seed, yet, because this flesh had been cleansed in many different ways by the Holy Spirit from
the start, she was descended from those who had been chosen from every generation for their
excellence. Noah, too, “a just man and perfect in his generation”, as the Scriptures say of him
(Gen. 6:9), was found worthy of this election.
Observe also that the Holy Spirit makes it clear to such as have understanding that the whole of
divinely inspired Scripture was written because of the Virgin Mother of God. It relates in detail
the entire line of her ancestry, which begins with Adam, then passes through Seth, Noah and
Abraham, as well as David and Zerubbabel, those in between them and their successors, and goes
up to the time of the Virgin Mother of God. By contrast, Scripture does not touch upon some races
at all, and in the case of others, it makes a start at tracing their descent, then soon abandons them,
leaving them in the depths of oblivion. Above all, it commemorates those of the Mother of God’s
forebears who, in their own lives and the deeds wrought by them, prefigured Christ, who was to
be born of the Virgin.
See how Noah clearly foreshadows Him who was later to be born of the Virgin, for whose sake
the election was made. For Noah was shown to be the savior, not of all the race of men in general,
but of his own household, all of whom were saved through him. In the same way Christ, too, is the
Savior of the race of men, not of all men in general, but of all His own household, that is of His
Church; not, however, of the disobedient. Furthermore, the name Noah can be translated to mean
“rest” (Gen. 5:29). But who is true “rest” except the Virgin’s Son, who says,
“Come unto me through repentance, all you that labor and are heavy laden with sin, and I will give
you rest” (Matt. 11:28), bestowing freedom, ease and eternal life upon you.
Lamech, who gave Noah this name, because he saw in him Christ, who was later to come from
their stock, and would be the comfort of all God-fearing people down through the ages, clearly
prophesied through this name concerning Christ.
“He called his name Noah”, says the Scripture, “saying, ‘This name shall bring us rest from our
works, and from the toils of our hands, and from the earth, which the Lord our God has cursed’”
(Gen. 5:29 LXX).

These words are not about the flood which came to pass, for Lamech’s death preceded the flood,
yet he says that Noah will “bring us rest”, including himself as a partaker in the comfort he foretold.
In those days it had not yet come about that in each man “every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5) throughout his life, which was why universal
destruction of everyone on earth came upon the earth from God. So to whom do his words refer
when he says, “He will bring us rest”? He also says, “He shall bring us rest from the earth except
Him who opened heaven, raised our nature thither and taught us, through words and deeds, the
way up to heaven, calling us towards it? But if the flood too prefigured this rest, it did so by cutting
off sins and laying them to rest, not by bringing comfort and ease to sinners.
In this way and for these reasons, Noah attained to God’s election. Of his children, Shem was
accepted among those chosen to be the blessed family of the Mother of God. That is why, although
Japheth also appears to have been well-pleasing to his father, only Shem heard from his father,
“Blessed be the Lord God of Shem” (Gen. 9:26), as his progeny was to be divine. For it was from
him that Abraham was descended, who was preferred according to God’s election above all
Shem’s offspring and was called to be part of the lineage of the Virgin Mother. He was given a
new name by God, and received that great promise that all the families of the earth would be
blessed in his seed (Gen. 17:5; 12:3). According to Paul, Christ our God, who was born of the
Virgin, is his seed according to the flesh (Gal. 3:16).
And who could describe the divine visions that Abraham experienced, or the signs and promises
from God which foreshadowed and prophesied concerning the ever-virgin Mother of God and her
ineffable childbearing? Let us, however, quickly pass over what happened next, as time does not
permit us to speak at length. From among Abraham’s children Isaac was chosen, then Jacob from
among his sons, and the tribe of Judah from Jacob’s offspring. From this tribe the root of Jesse
was selected, and for those who sprang from this root, David the psalmist and prophet and king,
of whom God says, “Thy seed shall endure forever, and His throne as the sun before Me; and as
the moon that is established forever, and the witness in heaven is faithful” (Ps. 89:36-37 LXX).
Who is this witness? Obviously He who sits upon the heavenly throne, of whom it says elsewhere:
“His name shall be continued as long as the sun: and all the families of the earth shall be blessed
in Him” (Ps. 72:17 LXX).
From this the lineage of the Mother of God and Joseph, to whom she was betrothed, seems
somehow double, for both were of the same tribe and descent according to the law. Thus the
family’s ancestral line is twofold, made up both of natural children and children according to the
law, often converging into one, but sometimes divided into two, so that the same child, strange as
it may seem, might be the son of two fathers who are brothers, of the one from a legal point of
view, as not having been begotten of him physically, and of the other, according to nature, as
having been raised up as seed for his brother (Matt. 22:24; Deut. 25:5; Gen. 38:8); inasmuch as
the child traces his ancestry back to David through both his fathers. It is possible to see the dual
nature of this lineage in another respect, because the royal line was united on many occasions and
in numerous ways with the priestly one.
Thus in the holy ancestral line of the Mother of God, Zerubbabel traces his lineage back to David
through the descendants of Nathan, who was counted among the priests, as well as through those

of Solomon, who inherited the kingdom. For this reason the Lord’s genealogy according to the
flesh is drawn up differently by the evangelists Luke and Matthew, because one takes into account
natural fathers, the other, fathers according to the law, and one mentions only those of royal
descent, whereas Luke brings in those of the Levitical race and those of the royal house, who were
bound together by priesthood or marriage.
As for Zerubbabel, because he was also favored among the Mother of God’s forbears, he too
prefigured Christ and was honored with great titles and authority. Born in captivity, he was
admired by Cyrus, king of the Medes and Persians, for his virtue and misunderstanding. He taught
both Hebrews and foreigners the power of the truth, set his race free from servitude, and restored
God’s Temple (1 Esd. 4:33-63; Ezra 3:1-13).
Later Christ did something similar, not renewing the inanimate Temple, but that living, rational
temple, our nature, and redeeming it, not from perceptible and temporary, but spiritual and
primeval captivity. Nor did He move His followers from one country to another, but transferred
them from earth to heaven. Zerubbabel was the forefather of both the Virgin and Joseph to whom
she was betrothed, but whereas she was the Virgin’s forbear by nature alone, he was Joseph’s
according to nature and the law. For Joseph had two fathers, Heli according to Luke (Lk. 3:23),
and Jacob according to Matthew (Matt. 1:16). Heli and Jacob were brothers descended from
Zerubbabel, and when Heli died without children, Jacob fathered a child, Joseph, by his brother’s
wife, who according to the law belongs to Heli.
Now these things are examples and types of greater mysteries, since it was necessary that the royal
line be united in many ways, with the priestly race, which would bring forth the family of Christ
according to the flesh; because in many ways Christ is truly the eternal King and High Priest. And
the fact that adopted sons are counted as sons, that the law approves of adoptive fathers no less
and sometimes more than natural fathers, and that the same, appropriately, applies to other kinds
of kinship, was a clear example and type of our adoption by Christ, our kinship with Him and our
calling according to the Spirit and the law of grace. For the Lord Himself says in the Gospels,
“Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister,
and mother” (Matt. 12:50).
Do you see that the family and kin of Christ are not engendered according to nature, but according
to grace and the law that comes from grace? This law is so far superior to the law given through
Moses that, whereas those called sons according to the law of Moses are neither born of God nor
do they transcend human nature, those styled sons by the law of grace are born of God, brought to
perfection above nature and made sons of Abraham through Christ, more closely associated with
Him than sons according to blood. All who have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ,
according to Paul (Gal. 3:27), and although they are other people’s children according to nature,
they are born supernaturally of Christ, who in this way conquers nature. For as He became
incarnate without seed of the Holy Spirit and the ever-virgin Mary, so He grants potential and
power to those that believe in His name to become children of God. For “as many as received
Him”, says the evangelist, “to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God” (Jn. 1:12-13).

Why, when he says, “which were born of God”, does he not say “and became sons of God”, but
“received power to become” sons? Because he was looking towards the end and universal
restoration, the perfection of the age to come. The same evangelist says in his Epistles, “It does
not yet appear what we shall be: but when He shall appear, we shall be like Him” (1 Jn. 3:2).
Then we shall be children of God, seeing and experiencing God’s radiance, with the rays of
Christ’s glory shining around us and shining ourselves, as Moses and Elijah proved to us when
they appeared with Him in glory on Mount Tabor (Matt. 17:3; Lk. 9:30). ”The righteous”, it says,
“shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matt. 13:43).
We receive power for this purpose now through the grace of divine baptism. Just as a newborn
infant has received potential from his parents to become a man and heir to their house and fortune,
but does not yet possess that inheritance because he is a minor, nor will he receive it if he dies
coming of age, so a person born again in the Spirit through Christian baptism has received power
to become a son and heir of God, a joint-heir with Christ (Rom. 8:17), and in the age to come he
will, with all certainty, receive the divine and immortal adoption as a son, which will not be taken
from him, unless he has forfeited this by spiritual death. Sin is spiritual death, and whereas physical
death is annulled when the future age arrives, spiritual death is confirmed for those who bring it
with them from here.
Everyone who has been baptized, if he is to obtain the eternal blessedness and salvation for which
he hopes, should live free from all sin. Peter and Paul, the leaders of the highest company of the
holy apostles made this clear. Paul said of Christ, “In that he died, he died unto sin once: but in
that he lives, he lives unto God”, (Rom. 6:10-11), whereas Peter wrote, “Forasmuch as Christ has
died for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: that you no longer should
live the rest of your time by the lusts of men, but by the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:1-2).
If it was for our sake that the Lord lived His time on earth, to leave us an example, and He passed
His life without sin, we too must live without sin, in imitation of Him. Since He said even to
Abraham’s descendants according to the flesh, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do
the works of Abraham” (Jn. 8:39), how much more will He say to us who have no physical kinship
with Him, “If you were My children, you would do My works”? It is therefore consistent and just
that anyone who, after divine baptism, after the covenants he made then to God and the grace he
received from it, does not follow Christ’s way of life step by step, but transgresses and offends
against the benefactor, should be utterly deprived of divine adoption and the eternal inheritance.
But, O Christ our King, who can worthily extol the greatness of Your love for mankind? What was
unnecessary for Him and what He did not do, namely, repentance (for He never needed to repent,
being sinless, cf. Heb. 4:15), He granted to us a mediator for when we sin even after receiving
grace. Repentance means returning once again to Him and to a life according to His will out of
remorse. Even if someone commits a deadly sin, if he turns away from it with all his soul, abstains
from it and turns back to the Lord in deed and truth, he should take courage and be of good hope,
for he shall not lose eternal life and salvation. When a child according to the flesh meets his death,
he is not brought back to life by his father, but someone born of Christ, even though he fall into
deadly sins, if he turns again and runs to the Father who raises the dead, is made alive once more,
obtains divine adoption, and is not cast out from the company of the just.

May we all attain to this, to the glory of Christ and of His Father without beginning and of the lifegiving Spirit, now and forever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
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Nativity According to the Flesh of our
Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
Thursday December 25, 2020 / January 7, 2021
We magnify Thee, O Life-Giving Christ, Who for our sakes now art born
in the flesh of the Virgin Mary, unwedded and most pure.
The Prologue From Ochrid
Holy Hierarch Nikolai Velimirovich
'And when the fullness of time was come, God sent His only-begotten Son' (Gal. 4:4), to save the
human race. And when the ninth month had come after the archangel Gabriel appeared to the most
holy Virgin in Nazareth, saying: 'Hail) thou that art highly favored... thou shalt conceive and bear
a son' - at that time a decree went forth from Caesar Augustus that all the inhabitants of the Roman
Empire be taxed. In accordance with this decree, everyone had to go to his own town and there be
inscribed. Therefore righteous Joseph came with the most holy Virgin to Bethlehem, the city of
David, for they were both of the royal House of David. But, there being a great many people in
that small city for the census, Joseph and Mary could not find lodging in any house, and found
shelter in a cave which the shepherds used as a sheepfold. In this cave the most holy Virgin gave
birth to the Savior of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ. Bearing Him without pain, as He was
conceived without sin of the Holy Spirit and not of man, she herself wrapped Him in swaddling
bands, worshipped Him as God and laid Him in a manger. Then righteous Joseph drew near and
worshipped Him as the divine Fruit of a virgin womb. Then the shepherds came in from the fields,
directed by an angel of God, and worshipped Him as Messiah and Savior. The shepherds had heard
a multitude of angels singing: 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill among
men' (Luke 2:14). At that time there also came wise men from the East, led by a wonderful star,
bearing their gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh, and worshipped Him as King of kings, offering
Him their gifts (Matt. 2:11). Thus He came into the world Whose coming had been foretold by the
prophets and Who was born in the way that they had prophesied: of the most holy Virgin, in the
city of Bethlehem, of the lineage of David according to the flesh, at the time when there was no
longer in Jerusalem a king of the tribe of Judah, but Herod the stranger was on the throne. After
many types and prefigurings, messengers and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise men and
kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of the world and King of kings, to perform the work of the
salvation of mankind that could not be performed by His servants. May His be eternal glory and
praise! Amen. ©1985 Lazarica Press, Birmingham UK

